






Medford Speaker Series  

October 1, 2026 

Meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

Quaker Meeting House—Union Street 

                                                                                                In The Museum 

The displays “Medford and the Revolution” and “British Are Coming” were installed in time for Country Day at       

Kirby’s Mill in May to start the America 250 celebration. Thanks go to Leslie Jones for the computer work. Additional 

thanks go to Claudia Teal for the art work used in the “Medford and the Revolution” display. Thanks also to Marisa 

Mannion of the Pinelands Art Center for life-size images of a local militiaman and a British Redcoat. 

This summer numerous display cases were given a fresh coat of paint, giving the museum a brighter look. 

John Hines—Museum Director 



Medford Historical Society intern Hope Polimeni, 

left, discusses her internship with Cross Keys 

Schoolhouse Director Patricia Alvino 

                                                                         Observations from an Intern -by Hope Polimeni  

 As a college student living in Haddonfield, majoring in my passions of history and art history, I have been grateful for the many 

opportunities for experience presented to me by the Medford Historical Society. In the future, I hope to pursue a career in the   

museum studies field and have volunteered thus far at historical sites such as the Haines-Tomlinson House and the Cross-Keys  

One-Room Schoolhouse. By doing so, this will ultimately prepare me for an occupation in which I can make connections with 

peers and visitors. This will also be an exciting opportunity for a firsthand experience with   historical information, artifacts, and               

immersive learning.   

From a young age, history always intrigued me. As a pastime, I enjoy learning these facts and have since developed a strong        

interest in the events, the figures, and the culture of different nations over different centuries. Other interests of mine include 

art, which I not only enjoy studying and admiring but also making. I love classical music and the composers behind the            

masterpieces, taking this inspiration and applying it to my practice of piano.  Classical literature and poetry are also favorite    

areas of literature of mine, and I particularly love the works of Shakespeare, Marlowe, Austen, and Dickens. But it is because of 

this appreciation in history that I began to feel motivated to inspire others to appreciate it in the same way I have.  

Before attending Rutgers University in Camden, I began working at a nearby historical site in Cherry Hill known as the Barclay 

Farmstead. As a docent, I wear period Quaker clothing and take visitors on an informative, engaging tour of the home. I highlight 

the importance of preservation and  remembering the two families that occupied the home long ago. I most enjoy working with 

children who attend tours as students on field trips. I am most satisfied when I make children feel welcomed. I have met many   

children that appreciate the interactive qualities of the tour and my enthusiasm for them to develop an interest in the study of 

history. I feel that I can then apply all of my experiences and skills while volunteering at the historical sites located in Medford.   

I was very impressed with the quaint little schoolhouse when I first visited, and I enjoyed the interesting facts attributed to it, 

which were shared with me by Mrs. Pat Alvino and Mrs. Leslie Jones. Both of whom gave me a very warm welcome. In the      

future, I am excited to begin helping with tasks around the schoolhouse. I will soon be starting to help showcase the skilled    

penmanship within the antique books on display that are in their possession. As I have done in my current job, I hope that I may 

develop a strong bond with visiting students by helping them to develop a strong Interest in history. In the future, I will seek to 

make this experience for them enjoyable, informative, and interactive. I would even be satisfied if these students left our tours 

feeling a   closer connection with children of the past, who were once students like them, and an appreciation for local history.   

One of the most effective ways that I may do this aside from conducting tours is to create a children's book. My hope is that this 

children's book will be portable so that students may read it at their leisure and are free to take it to school or back home after 

their tour. The children's book will center on the life of a student around the year 1857, when the schoolhouse was built. I strive 

to make this story engaging and sweet while also introducing key vocabulary terms in relation to school houses. It will also      

feature historical facts on the town of Medford. I am inspired by the beautiful engraved pictures from the Victorian period, and I 

hope to model most of my own illustrations after this style. As someone who published two children’s books in elementary 

school through their own publication system, I greatly look forward to making an entirely new book. The most enjoyable aspect 

of this process is to consider that my book may and hopefully will be cherished by visiting students.   

To conclude, I will strive to incorporate all of my passions and talents in my future career. I have been very fortunate to have 

these opportunities that I found through the Medford Historical Society to better 

prepare me. Additionally, I feel very grateful to learn the history of a town I have 

always loved while becoming a part of helping preserve it.  
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