
                                 RELICS OF AN EARLY MEDFORD INDUSTRY   by David D. Gladfelter  

 Shown here are two small-denomination merchant scrip notes printed to order of Joseph E. Ballinger, owner of Aetna Mills on   Ballinger 

Lake, during the war of 1812 when metallic coins were taken out of circulation and hoarded.  

 The denominations of “Six and a Quarter Cents” and “Twelve and a Half Cents” 

look strange to us today, but they were common at the time. The Spanish dollar, or 

“piece of eight reales,” was then our circulating monetary unit. One real was worth 

one-eighth of a Spanish dollar, or 12½ cents in United States currency, and was 

called a “bit” for short. Half of that was a half real, or 6¼ cents, or a half bit. The equivalent of a U.S. quarter dollar was two reales or two 

bits, an old  colloquialism we sometimes still hear today.  

 Aetna Furnace was built in 1766 by Charles Read, whose enterprises marked the beginning of the iron industry in South Jersey. At the 

time, Medford was an unincorporated village within Evesham Township, the location given on the Ballinger notes. The furnace was not 

successful and was abandoned after Read’s death in 1783. The property was acquired by Shinn Oliphant, who built a grist mill and saw 

mill on it. Joseph Ballinger bought the grist mill in 1790.  

                                                              The Camden County historian, Charles S. Boyer, wrote in 1931:    “The foundations of the gristmill are 

still visible. These mills were known as Aetna Mills or Ballinger’s Mills. … The property is now being developed as a summer colony under 

the name of Medford Lakes. In a few years its old name will be entirely forgotten and every vestige of the old mills removed.”  
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Edmund Gager, who grew up on Stokes Road, remembers seeing a few of these vestiges. There wasn’t much more than a foundation 

in the 1940’s. Editor Dennis McDonald took me to the site, recently improved with a new dam and flood controls. Now, even the last 

vestiges of the grist mill are now gone, destroyed by a recent flood. Charles Read’s house was demolished in 1959 to build a gas      

station. Read was a Quaker of frugal disposition. His house, as you can see in the accompanying photograph, was plain and simple, 

with none of the grandiosity of the estates depicted in the 1876 Scott Combination Atlas Map of Burlington County.  

 A detail of the map of Medford appearing on page 42 of the 1991 reprint of Scott is shown here. Viewed together with the map of 

Aetna Furnace in Arthur D. Pierce’s book Iron in the Pines, one can pinpoint the lost locations of Ballinger’s grist mill and Read’s house. 

Read’s house has a marker placed by the Medford Historical Society. It would be nice to put up appropriate historic markers at the mill 

sites.  

 As for the notes, Philadelphia printer P. L. Lafourcade was something of an artist in decorating them with hand-drawn cuts of the grist 

mill office building. Merchant scrip notes of this period were almost always printed inexpensively from plain-jane typeset forms, sever-

al to a sheet. We have him and his patron Ballinger to thank for leaving us with a pictorial representation of what this mill looked like 

back in the day. We see a two-wheeled cart parked near the door, and a dog house and guard dog on the other side of the door. The 

building is probably one room, with two windows and a chimney, situated on high ground with trees nearby. Compare the cuts – they 

are individually drawn, not made from a master. The notes are dated January 5
th, 1815, a Thursday. The 6¼ cent note (you got 

16 of them for a dollar) is signed and did circulate. The other note was not signed, did not circulate and is called a remainder. The 

notes were good for “Grain, Flour, or Current Bank Notes.”  

Aetna Mills merchant scrip note for Six and one quarter Cents 

Aetna Mills merchant scrip note for twelve and a Half Cents 

The detail from the 1876 Scott Atlas shows the Ballenger (Ballinger) Mills, near the center of the map. shows GM (Grist Mill) black box and 

a SM (Saw Mill) black box. Across the road from the Grist Mill was Charles Read’s house. The Ballinger Sawmill was located at the north-

ern end of present day Aetna Lake, probably where Beach One in Medford Lakes is today. Mill was in terrible shape in the early 1900’s & 

was located Northside of present day Ballinger lake.  Ballinger Grist                                              

Ballinger Mills Map 
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Presidents Page   

 Writing this piece for the Newsletter provides me the opportunity to reflect on what has been accomplished this year and how to 

best continue the effort for our continued success. We added a Car and Craft Show, increased the open houses at our buildings 

(okay not the outcome we hoped for), expanded the Apple Festival, held Country Day, the Quilt Show and the Flea Market. Improve-

ments were made to the Mill Museum, the Sawyer House and the Haines - Tomlinson House. There is much going on behind the 

scenes than you might imagine. I am overwhelmed by what our team has accomplished in my short tenure. My gratitude to all who 

made this year possible and as successful as it was. Our membership is growing as a result of our success as people want to associ-

ate with winners. There are plenty of opportunities with the MHS for willing individuals to make their mark on our own history.       

This was our 46th Apple Festival, which was another success, even though wet.  We had over 130 juried crafters, the full complement 

of food vendors in Court 1 and new additions for eats in the Court 2 location.  We had a first with Stokelan Winery providing tastings 

this year.  It looks like it was well received.  Only Footprints were back as the musical backdrop for the festivities.  The Blacksmith 

shop had steady attendance as the two Dans kept things heated up.  All in all we showed up and showed off. 

There are new additions to the second floor of the Mill.  John Hines has added two new displays for Medford’s involvement in the 

Civil War and WWI located in the passage way.  New risers for the display downstairs and two upstairs give a much better view of 

our artifacts.  New lighting has been added to a formerly dark area of the industrial revolution display.  If you have not visited this 

part of the museum please take time to do so. 

The Sawyer House and storage shed are much brighter today as they have been power washed, sealed, primed and painted by    

Kepler Painting, a Medford business, who by the way makes excellent biscotti… The Sawyer House is clad with cedar and was     

showing its age. 

There is a group that meets with Medford Township officials in an effort the help promote next year’s national anniversary.  It is 

called Medford 250 and is headed by Mike Panarella.  Donations have been made to enable the purchase of a stone monument 

commemorating the anniversary. This will be located in Freedom Park and unveiled on Memorial Day, along with an interpretative 

sign.  There is more information to follow on this subject. 

We have sent out our 2025 fundraising letter by the time you read this.  Our fundraiser costs should be slightly lower this year and if 

we hit similar responses to last year’s results (better than expected) We anticipate it will be another winner.  Remember this is our 

second attempt, so we will improve, I am sure. 

The Cross Keys Schoolhouse will be open and hosting jolly old Santa Claus once again this year on December 6th, as a prelude to 

Medford’s Dickens Festival.  Pat and Tom Alvino, Leslie Jones, and the Schoolmarms offer a unique opportunity for children and  

families to take time with Santa in a personal, cozy setting.  This event has elicited many heartfelt comments from those who have 

attended. The faces of the children, well, that tells the real story. 

Our residential gem, the Haines – Tomlinson house at 51 Union Street was built in 1760 and happens to be a shuttle stop during the 

Dickens Festival.  We are hosting an open house that evening where guests can visit and tour the oldest home in Medford Village.  

The home will be decorated for the holidays, thanks to the continued hard work of two unsung volunteers, Kathy and John Gerber. 

Most of the current transformation and decorating are through their helping hands. Light refreshments and food will be served. 

Please contact Mike Gallagher if you wish to volunteer at the Holiday Open House. 

We will be kicking off the Holiday Season with the annual Charlie Zahm concert on December 11 from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at the Quaker 

Meeting House on Union Street. Charlie never fails to provide a well-rounded repertoire of songs and stories to raise the Holiday 

spirit. 

To close, all of our gatherings and events take place as a result of the dedicated individuals who show up to ply their skills to the task 

at hand.  I always wondered what made these folks tick, a desire to help others, getting to meet new people, personal growth and 

skill building, or just a belief in contributing to the common good. It may be one or all of those traits that drives them, but it is a 

great joy to see the outcome and rewards from their involvement.  We and the Historical Society grow as a result of the actions of 

people like this. There are many opportunities to be of service to our community within the organization. Offer to be a part of this 

dynamic group. You will not be disappointed.    - Bill Pflug 



                                                                       In The Museum By John Hines 

      In the continuing effort to improve the Museum, three more of the old-fashion display cases were raised to allow for easier viewing. 

The case on the first floor was put on casters to allow easier movement for special displays. Thanks to Bill Pflug for the fine cabinetry 

work. Each case was given a fresh interior and exterior coat of paint. 

    This past Summer two new displays were completed on Medford’s participation in the Civil War and WWI. The Civil War display shows 

the 23rd Volunteer Infantry which was made up of all Burlington County Men. The WWI display profiles two Medford “boys” --- one being 

in the new draft and the other enlisting. Thanks to Kelly Maguire for the computer “magic”, making the exhibit presentable and easy to 

read. 

Continuing the theme of patriots, a display is in the works for 2026 about Medford and the American Revolution. A display of Centennial 

and Bicentennial memorabilia is also planned. 

                                         

Welcome Our Newest Members - Bob Hess, Judith Rockhill, & Donna Woodhull 

A Correction from our August newsletter—Schoolmarms are properly named below. 

 



Medford Historical Society President Bill Pflug, 

left, and Larry Godfrey look over a recent            

donation of Peacock Family Deeds. 

Mr. Godfrey is a descendant of Adonijah Peacock 

who was killed in a gunpowder explosion in 1777 

while drying gunpowder for George Washington 

and the  Continental Army. 

                                                    

The Schoolmarms Get Ready for Santa 

The days before Christmas are busy indeed, 

Getting ready for Santa with due diligent speed. 

Cross Keys School must be ready to greet such a guest, 

Cross Keys School must look perfect and at its best! 

Our schoolmarms like elves are up to the task, 

They get right to work without being asked. 

Barbara donned her face mask to clean out the shed, 

While Leslie swept the floor where children will tread. 

 Joyce polished the desks till they sparkled, so it seemed, 

And Victoria dusted the shelves till they gleamed. 

Christine checked the pot-bellied stove for more wood, 

While Danielle and Marilyn hung the garland as high as they could. 

Debbie made sure Santa’s reindeer were fed, 

So, they’d be up to the task that lies ahead. 

Pat then announced for all to remember that 

“Santa is coming the sixth of December!” 



 






	MHS cover story pt 1-revised use.pdf
	Cover story continued page 2-revised use.pdf
	presidents message page 11-16-25 pg 3.pdf
	In museum new members and schoolmarms.pdf
	Poem Pat .pdf
	page santa sawyer house.pdf
	Charle Zahn xmas ad page.pdf
	Donation last page



